Confined Space Entry Decision Logic
Confined Space

1) Limited entry/exit

2) Entire body can enter and perform assigned work

3) Not for continuous occupancy

a. Air Handlers, Backflow Valve Pits


Permit-Required Confined Space

1) Hazardous atmosphere (O2 < 19.5% or > 23.5%, Flammable, Toxic)

2) Potential for engulfment (grain/seed silos)

3) Inwardly converging walls

4) Any other serious hazard

What do you have to do if you have permit-required confined spaces?

1) Prevent unauthorized entry (signage/locks)

2) Allow employees to observe monitoring of spaces

3) Control atmospheric hazards (purge, inert, flush, ventilate)

4) Provide barriers to prevent entry during work inside space

5) Monitor air inside space BEFORE and DURING work inside space

6) Provide necessary equipment

7) Provide at least one attendant outside space during operations

8) Procedures for emergency rescue (Bethesda F.D.)

9) Procedures for canceling permits

10)  Annual review of written program and cancelled permits

11)  Post permit at job site

12)  Retain cancelled permits for 1 year

What do you have to do if you're an Attendant?

1) Know the hazards and the ways that Entrants can be exposed

2) Know effects of exposure to entrant (lethargic, loss of communication, etc.)

3) Cannot leave, unless there is another attendant to fill in

4) CANNOT PERFORM RESCUE OPERATIONS

5) Communicates with entrant

6) Tells entrant to exit the space if:

a. Detects a prohibited condition

b. Sees behavioral effects of exposure on entrant

c. Detects a hazard outside the space that could affect entrant

d. Cannot perform their duties

7) SUMMONS RESCUE SERVICES (9-911)

8) Keeps unauthorized people away from the space

